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The assassin's assassin, Jack Ruby , leaving court in December 
1963. Ruby killed Oswald two days after JFK's murder. 


OSWALD from Kt 

bearings and some of tbe declassi- 
fied documents and. tend to think 
Oswald did not act alone or was set 
up as “a patsy.'* which Is what be told 
the Dallas police after his arrest, it 
will not be enough. 

So Posner starts by giving os a 
portrait of Oswald, most of it gleaned 
from the findings of the Warren 
Commission, appointed by Kennedy's 
successor, Lyndon B. Johnson. 
Headed by Chief Justice Earl War- 
ren, its purpose was to Investigate 
the assassination of Kennedy and tbe 
murder of Oswald two days later by 
Jack Ruby. 

Reading the volumes of testimony, 
jumbled material, exhibits and the 
detritus of Oswald’s life is a daunting 
task undertaken by few. Including, 
unfortunately, mosi Journalists. 
Posner is to be congratulated for 
plowing through it. 

We learn from Posner of Oswald's 
nomadic childhood — he lived In 
New Orleans, in various Texas towns 
and in New York City — and his 
"doml nee ring" mother. Marguerite, 
who was "consumed with self-pity 
both over the death of her husband 
I Lee's fathcrl and because she had to 
work to support Lee. his brother Rob- 
ert, and a stepbrother, John Pic. 
from the first of her three mar- 
riages." We learn that, os a youth in 
New York, Oswald once threatened 
his mother with a penknife. 

Rut every teenager with an Impos- 
sible mother or aggressive tenden- 
cies doesn’t grow up to bo a presiden- 
tial assassin. Posner mokes much of 
the Warren Commission testimony 
of Renntus Hartogs, the staff psychol- 
ogist at New York City's Youth 
House, where Oswald was remanded 
for truancy. Ilartogs told the com- 
mission. according to Posner, thot 
"this child hod a potential for explo- 
sive. aggressive, assault ive acting 
out. . . 

To Posner. Oswald's New York pe- 
riod, and especially the diagnosis of 
his personality by Hartogs, is so Im- 
portant that he goes out of his way to 
arrack other Kcnnedy-assassinntJnn 
writers — including Mark Lane. Josi- 
ah Thompson, Jim Garrison. John 
Davis. Robert J. Grodcn and Harri- 
son Uvfngstonc. Henry Hurt, David 
Scheim and David Lifton — for ig- 
noring Hartogs’ testimony. 

But Posner himself is Just as guilty 
of playing down derails of Oswald's 
short and lonely life thot show quite 
another side of him. 

Neither Posner nor the Warren 
Commission made much of Oswald as 
an onomnly In his Southern, lower- 
middle-class milieu: a voracious 
. rcodcr who loved history, poetry and 
classical music. He nlso loved guns, 
an interest not unusual for a boy In 
the South, especially In Texas, where 
Oswald lived for a short rime. He did 
make a few friends among those rare 
adolescents who shared his Interests. 

At 17. this young man with a strong 
leaning toward communism, first ac- 
quired when an elderly woman In 


New Ynrk City shoved in his hands a 
pamphlet about the Rosenberg case, 
followed his older brother into the 
Marines. Posner observes, and f see 
no reason to disagree, that "ir noth- 
ing else, being in the Marines pro- 
vided Oswald the opportunlly lo 
break away from his mother." 

Oswald reported for duty on Oct. 
26, 19S6. when Ibc Cold War was still 
very hot. 

His service In the Marines is shnt 
through with strange circumstances 
that suggest lo me — bui not to 
Posner — that he could have been in 
training as an American spy. 

Neither Posner nor anyone else f 
have read has ever explained how 
Oswald, who was loudmouthed about 
his Marxism, survived in the Ma- 
rines, hardly a bastion of liberal 
thinking, or how he got any security 
clearance, although Posner con- 
tends. os did the House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations in the late 
1 970s. tlioi his clcurancc was low- 
level. 

When Oswald defected to the So- 
viet Union In October I9S9. he strode 
arrogantly inro the American Em- 
bassy In Moscow, slapped down his 
passport and told an amazingly calm 
second secretary . Richard Snyder, 
nm only that he warned to defect bur 
that he was going In tell the Russians 
the radar secrets he had learned In 
the Marines. 


Posner never explains why. If Os- 
wald had such a low security clear- 
ance. the Marinas went into n lizzy 
over his defection and, according to 
Warren Commission testimony by 
former Marine Ll. John Donovan, 
changed "a lot of . . . aircraft call 
signs, codes, radio frequencies, radar 
frequencies." 

Six months after Oswalds defec- 
tion and threat to spill the secrets, 
the Russians shot down the U-2 spy 
plane piloted by Francis Gary Pow- 
ers on May 1. i960 The crisis 
wrecked scheduled talks between 
President Dwjghl D. Eisenhower and 
Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev. 
Some researchers have suggested 
that Oswald provided the Informa- 
tion. for whatever reason, an idea 
thot Posner discounts. He also ne- 
glects to mention that Powers wrote 
in his autobiography that he be- 
lieved Oswald hod something lo do 
with I ho U-2 downing. 

Posner has a fascinating chapter 
called "The Wnr of the Defectors", 
that tolls the story of a mysterious 
Soviet defector who arrived on the 
American scene two months after 
the Kennedy assassination. The de- 
fector, Yuriy Nosertko, said that ihc 
Russians had nothing to do with Ihc 
Kennedy assassination and that Os- 
wald was nol one of their agents. The 
interview with Nosenko was a real 
coup for Posner, all hough 1 wish he 


had told us how he goi to Nosonko. 
Nosenko lives hidden somewhere in 
the United States under the protec- 
tion of the CIA. 

In this chapter, we learn how rot- 
ten the CIA can be. Noscnko's arrival 
started o war within the CIA, with 
one section believing him and an- 
other not. Nosenko was badly mis- 
treated, put first in an attic and then 
In a concete bunker where he was 
kept in isolation for years, according 
to Posner. Reading about what the 
CIA did to Nosenko on American soil 
Is like reading about the KGBtortur- 
. ing a prisoner in the Soviet Union. 

Because the CIA couldn't resolve 
the Issue of Nosenko’s reliability, he 
was never presented to the Warren 
Commission. The House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations in 1978 
wrongly found Nosenko unreliable, 
according to Posner. Bur ihc real 
Issue that troubles many Warren 
Commission critics is not whether 
Oswald was a Russian agent but 
whethor he was one of ours, trained 
to go Into the Soviet Union as a fake 
defector. 

Posner seeks to disprove this idea 
by quoting Vladimir Seraicbastny, 
who at the time of Oswald’s defection 
was the chairman of the KGB. Scmi- 
chastny told NBC News on May 25: "I 
had always respected the CIA and the 
FBI and wc knew ihcir work and 
what they were capable of. It was 
clear Oswald was not an agent, 
couldn't be an agent, for the U.S. 
secret services, either the CIA or the 
FBI." 

What Posner ignores is that mem- 
bers of the Warren Commission, in- 
cluding CIA Director Allen Dulles 
(whose participation was a conflict 
of Interest os great os could be imag- 
ined). could conceive of Oswald as 
an American intelligence agent. A 
declassified Warren Commission ex- 
ecutive session on Jan. 27, 1964, 
makes that very clear. 

Historian Philip H. Mclansnn has 
made the best case I know of that 
Oswald was connected lo some Amer- 
ican intelligence agency, in o book 
published In 1990 called Spy Saga: 
Lee Harvey Oswald and US. Intelli- 
gence . Posner Includes the book in 
his bibliography. Molanson mokes 
much at a clear statement by ihc 
Warren Commission’s chief counsel, 

J. I/ee Rankin, that Oswald had stud- 
ied at ihe Monterey School (known 
os the Defense Language Institute of 
the Army). . 

Rankin said on Jon. 27, 1964: "... 
wc arc trying lo . . . find out whnt lie 
studied at 1 bo Monterey School of the 
Army In Ihc way of languages. ...” 
But while Rankin clearly said Os- 
wald attended the Monterey School, 
Posner distorts the quote to make 
Oswald's attendance at the school 
appear less certain. No, Gerald 
Posner has not gotten oul of the 
quagmire. If anything. Ills hook has 
thrown oul some new information 
and new Interviews that will have 
the conspiracy community working 
ovortlmc to refute. 


